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Issue No. 376 Serving the Puyallup Tribe of Indians May  2021

JAILHOUSE 
ROCK! 
Elders celebrate at 

outdoor concert.

See photos on page 24. 

WEAR RED ON 
MAY 5
Honoring our missing 

and murdered relatives.

See flier on page 12. 

TRADITIONAL 
TEACHINGS  
Culture hosts nettle 

gathering trips.

See photos on page 6. 

REMEMBERING OUR WARRIORS 
View a list of Tribal Veterans who have walked on.

See the list on page 23. 

Tiny village nears completion 
See story and photos on page 8. 

SAVE THE DATE: May 15 virtual membership meeting. Details on page 4.
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2021 Tribal Council Primary Election

ELECTION 2021

Council candidates: 
Want to advertise in the 
Puyallup Tribal News? 
The Puyallup Tribal News is offering 
paid advertisements for Tribal Council 
candidates during the 2021 election season. 

Here’s how it works: 

• Submit payment of $150 for a half-
page or $300 for a full-page to the 

Accounting Department. The price will 
pay for an ad to run once. 

• Accounting will send proof of payment 
to the news staff.

• Send a PDF of your ready-to-publish ad 
to news@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov. The 
ad will not be placed into the paper 
until proof of payment is received 
from Accounting. 

• Ad sizes: Full Page is 10.25 inches by 
16 inches at 300 dpi. Half page is 10.25 
inches by 8 inches at 300 dpi.

Ads must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the 
following date: 

May 12 for the June edition. 

Ads will be displayed in alphabetical order 
by last name in the paper. 

Candidates will have a chance to view a 
proof of their ad before it is published. 

Out of fairness to all candidates and voters, 
ADS RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE OR 
WITHOUT VERIFIED PAYMENT WILL NOT 
BE ACCEPTED.

2021 Puyallup Tribal Council Election calendar 
Friday, May 7 
Deadline for absentee ballot request: must be received 
in the Election Board’s mail box by 9 a.m.

Saturday, June 5 
Absentee Ballots: must be received in the Election 
Board’s mail box by 8 a.m.

GENERAL ELECTION: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Chief Leschi 
Schools. 5625 52nd St. East. Puyallup. 

The election will take place on the elementary 
side of campus.

Friday, June 11
Courtesy mail-out of election count.

More information 
For election-related questions, please email ElectionBoard@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov or write to 
1625 E. 72nd St. Ste 700--PMB 149, Tacoma, WA 98404. 
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TRIBAL COUNCIL

Rideout testifies on bill 
about police use of deadly 
force 
Puyallup Tribal Councilman James Rideout 
testified virtually on Monday, March 15, 
in front of the state Legislature’s Senate 
Committee on Law & Justice. 

Rideout spoke about ESHB 1267, a bill that 
would move investigations of police use 
of deadly force from local authorities to a 
state office. The bill passed the House 57-
39 and is now making its way through the 
Senate committee process. 

Several years earlier, Rideout and other 
Tribal members championed Initiative 940, 
which focused on training of police officers. 

Photo by Kylee Satiacum  

Puyallups and 
Muckleshoots celebrate 
new fish passage facility
Photos courtesy of Puyallup Tribal News 
Staff, Ehren Flygare, Puyallup Tribal 
Government Relations and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. A contract to build the largest trap-and-haul fish passage facility in 

the United States was awarded by Army Corps officials on March 
14, 2018. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held for the facility on 
Feb. 17. 

“Working along aside with the Puyallup Tribe and Muckleshoot 
Tribes has been a win for the region,” said Leah Hauenstein, Senior 
Project Manager at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District, 
during the event. 

The project will transport Endangered Species Act-listed and 
other fish around Mud Mountain Dam. Kiewit Infrastructure West 
Company’s $112 million bid earned it the contract award.

The 1941-built facility was designed to move 20,000 fish annually. 
During pink salmon migration, in odd years, it manages to move 
upwards of 20,000 fish per day. 

Mud Mountain Dam is an earthen, rock-filled structure built by 
the Corps in 1948 for flood risk management. The project protects 
more than 400,000 homes and businesses along the White River 
and Puyallup River valleys, between Buckley and Tacoma. 

The new facility is designed to transport 60,000 fish a day, 
upwards of 1.2 million fish per year, during pink run years.

Puyallup Tribal Chairman Bill Sterud and Vice Chairwoman Sylvia 
Miller take part in a ribbon-cutting for Mud Dam Fish Passage 
Facility hosted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on Feb. 17. 

The Puyallup Tribe, the Muckleshoot Tribe, NOAA Fisheries U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and Washington 
Departments of Ecology and Fish and Wildlife have collaborated 
in recent years to improve salmon returns on the White River. The 
2016 count of White River Chinook was 9,347, and the 2017 count 
was 16,271, a 174 percent increase.

Participants in the ribbon cutting ceremony on Feb. 17 included, 
from left: Tyler Buford, District Manager for Kiewit Bridge and 
Marine; Col. Alexander (Xander) Bullock, Commander of USACE 
Seattle District, Bill Sterud, Puyallup Tribe Chairman; Jaison Elkins, 
Muckleshoot Tribe Chairman; Lt. Gen. Scott A. Spellmon, 55th 
Chief of Engineers and Commanding General of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers; Brig. Gen. D. Peter Helmlinger, P.E., USACE 
Northwestern Division Commander; and Henry Chen, Chief of 
Engineering, Cascade Water Alliance. 
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TRIBAL COUNCIL

Puyallup Tribe of Indians 2021 Enrollment Meeting schedule
Deadline for documentation to be received    Meeting date

May 7, 2021         May 12, 2021

June 4, 2021         June 9, 2021

July 7, 2021         July 7, 2021

August 6, 2021        August 11, 2021

September 3, 2021 (time change holiday deadline noon)  September 8, 2021

If you have any questions please feel free to email Enrollment@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov or call 253-573-7849.

Created by Enrollment office staff and meeting dates may be subject to change.

Save the date: 
May 15 Virtual 
Membership Meeting
The Puyallup Tribal Council will hold a 
Virtual Membership Meeting on May 15. 

During the meeting, Tribal Council will 
provide an update to Membership about 
COVID-19. They will also answer questions 
sent in advance. 

Watch for a special 12-page report detailing 
how Tribal entities responded to the 
pandemic coming soon. It will be mailed 
to you, and will include information about 
registering for the virtual event, submitting 
questions for Council and other details. 

Puyallup Tribal News file photo of the November 2020 Virtual Membership Meeting.

Please watch for updates on the Tribe’s website, www.PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov. 
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** Paid advertisement for Anna Bean
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CULTURE

Connie McCloud
Cultural Director

253-389-8729

Clinton McCloud
Assistant Director 

253-278-8393

Denise Reed
Cultural Coordinator

253-312-5069

Angie Totus
Cultural Activities 

Coordinator II
253-320-8361

Michael Hall
Cultural Coordinator/ 

Carver 
253-993-0011

Marsha Gauti
Sr. Administrator

Assistant 
253-278-4074

Culture Department leads 
nettle harvesting trips 
Photos and story by Lisa Pemberton, 

Puyallup Tribal News Editor 

Harvesting nettle looks like… 
Green and sometimes purple-tipped 
plants with pokey white hairs on the stem. 

Long sleeve shirts, jeans and sturdy leather 
gloves to protect you from the sting.

Plastic buckets that fill up quickly – 
especially when you find a good patch! 

Harvesting nettle sounds like… 
Birds chirping. 

Scissors snipping. 

Friends visiting together. 

An opening prayer of gratitude, and a 
promise to only take what we need. 

Harvesting nettle smells like… 
Damp earth on a spring morning. 

Skunk cabbage from a nearby swamp. 

Coffee in a to-go cup that will help you 
stay warm. 

Harvesting nettle feels like… 
Boots squishing in the mud. 

A little hesitation at first – we usually avoid 
those plants when we’re in the woods. 

Exercise, especially on the lower back.   

A strong connection with our ancestors, 
who used this plant to treat a variety of 
ailments from arthritis to upset stomachs. 

A big responsibility. “We have to have the 
upmost respect for the spirit of that plant 
because that plant provides for each one 
of us, medicinally, spiritually, mentally, 
physically,” instructor Dayleann Hawks said 
during the March 20 nettle harvest field 
trip hosted by the Culture Department. 
“So when you’re out there harvesting be 
careful not to step on the new growth. Be 
careful not to step on the other plants. 
… We want the plant people to keep 
producing this medicinal stuff for our 
homes and bodies.” 

Harvesting nettle tastes like… 
Fruit smoothies. 

A zesty pesto. 

Minestrone (or even nettle) soup. Hawks 
recommends using it in any recipe that 
calls for spinach. Remove the sting by 
boiling it for three minutes, and then add it 
to an ice bath to stop the cooking process. 
Nettle leaves can also be steeped for tea 
and used in salad. Learn more about 
harvesting, cooking and using nettles as 
medicine in a video by Northwest Indian 
College’s Cooperative Extension at https://
vimeo.com/108420031. 

Harvesting nettle is time consuming, but it’s also a great family 
activity. After the March 20 field trip, Puyallup Tribal Member 
Evan McMahon and his 5-year-old daughter, Rosalie, donated half 
of their nettle harvest to the Culture Department’s Traditional 
Medicines program. They had big plans for the rest of it. “I’m very 
excited to make some tea and soup,” he said. 

The Puyallup Tribal Culture Department led three field trips during 
the month of March to gather nettle. Participants wore masks, 
practiced social distancing and were invited to donate a portion of 
their harvest to help support the Traditional Medicines program. 
The Culture Department has offered traditional tea and medicine 
throughout the pandemic for Tribal Members and members of the 
Tribal community. 

Instructor Dayleann Hawks said nettle has a variety of uses. It can 
be eaten to help combat blood sugar, and boost the immune 
system. The plants make the best food in the springtime, when 
they are small. Larger plants can be harvested year-round for tea, 
Hawks said. The larger plant’s stems can be dried and used as 
cordage in weaving projects.
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CULTURE

GONA returns for 
spring break
The Culture Department and the Youth 
Center hosted the annual Gathering of 
Native Americans (GONA) camp at Chief 
Leschi Schools on April 6 and 8. 

Photos by Puyallup Tribal Member 
Jennifer Squally
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It takes a village to build 
a village 
By Puyallup Tribal News Staff 

On April 2, about 20 volunteers, including 
staff from the Puyallup Tribe’s Wrap 
Around Program and Community 
Domestic Violence Advocacy Program 
helped paint, set up furniture, assemble 
planter boxes and do other work at our 
future tiny home village, ʔay’gʷasilali, The 
Place of Transformation. 

It was one of the last volunteer work 
parties at the site.

“It feels so real now that all the rooms are 
starting to come together and feel more 
like a home,” said Wrap Around Services 
Program Manager Shannel Janzen. 

Some residents began moving in during 
the first week of April. 

Learn more about it at https://lihi.org/
puyallup-tribe-village/. 

WRAP AROUND PROGRAM



Puyallup Tribal News         May  2021  9

** Paid advertisement for Fred Dillon
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PUYALLUP TRIBAL HEALTH AUTHORITY
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YOUR STORIES

PUYALLUP TRIBAL NEWS WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
SUBMIT PHOTOS AND STORIES TO:

NEWS@PUYALLUPTRIBE-NSN.GOV

PTOI Staff Shout-Out
I would like to give a shout-out to my 
coworker and fellow Tribal Member Faith 
Sleeper and her family. 

They put together some hygiene bags to 
handout to the homeless. Faith and her 
daughter Alacyn Sleeper used their lunch 
break to finish putting together the bags.
Faith, Alacyn, and Faith’s mother Darlene, 
handed out the bags at Flames of 
Recovery house on April 1.

Faith did this out of the kindness of her 
own heart, and she and her family paid for 
everything themselves. 

Faith has done things like this in the past 
without asking or wanting anything in 
return. She mailed 200 masks to Navajo 
because she saw an article that they 
needed them at the beginning of the 
pandemic. She also donated 380 masks 

locally. I feel she deserves to be recognized 
for the kind person that she is.

Thank you, 
Kelly M. Sasticum
Property Management Program Coordinator

Nets for sale 
New nylon monofilament nets for sale. 
Various sizes and depths available. 

For more information, contact Jim 
Siddle at 253-777-6385.
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** Paid advertisement for Sylvia Miller

Compassionate, Honest, Hardworking, Loyal, Humble, and Experienced will be continued for our 
People. Protecting our Land, Water and Treaty Rights are of the greatest importance along with 

teaching our heritage, culture and history to everyone within our tribe. COMMITTED to working 
hard with all Government bodies to maintain, build and enhance our relationships. RESPECT the 

voices of all members for when we stand together we stand STRONG. HONOR our Elders that have 
paved the way for us as they have been the foundation to provide for our tribe and guide the way 

for future generations. Forever THANKFUL for our past, present and future leaders.

  THANK YOU! THANK YOU! FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT.



14   May  2021           Puyallup Tribal News

TRIBAL DIRECTORY

Accounting

Cemetery

GIS

Maintenance

Planing and Land Use

Purchasing

Realty

TERO

TOSH

Security

Business Tax & License

Child Support

Crisis Assistance Program (CAP)

Education Incentives Program

Cigarette Tax

Workforce Development

Youth Workforce Development

Public Safety/Natural Disaster Assistance

Administration

Communications

Compliance/Legislative

Council Offices

Fleet

Finance

Grants

Historic Preservation

Human Resources

Law Offices

Technology

Travel

General Services Division

253-573-7801 | Accounting@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7872 | Legal@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7999 | Tech@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5734 | TravelDepartment@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7853 | GIS@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7892 | Maintenance@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7946 | Planning@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-382-6037 | Purchasing@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Realty@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

TERO@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

TOSH@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7908 | Security@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

ChildSupport@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7989 | CAP@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7921 | EIP@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

TribalWorkforce@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7800 | Operations@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Communications@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

CouncilOffices@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Finance@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

GrantWriters@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

HistoricPreservation@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

HumanResources@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Anita Oldbull Administrative Manager 253-573-7800 | Operations@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Joanne Webb Executive Admin Assistant 253-573-7906 | Joanne.Webb@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Celia Olea Administrative Coordinator 253-382-6084 | Celia.D.Olea@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Shelly Dillon Executive Secretary 253-573-7870 | ShellyDillon@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Chester Earl Event Coordinator 253-680-5776 | Chester.E.Earl@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Kylie McCarter Mailroom Associate 253-573-7937 | Kylie.McCarter@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Cina Melendez Lead Mailroom Associate 253-573-5708 | Cina.A.Melendez@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Michael Thompson Director 253-382-6200 | Michael.Thompson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Andrea Bob Coordinator 253-382-6201 | Andrea.Bob@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lisa Pemberton Content Manager 253-382-6202 | Lisa.Pemberton@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jackie Johnson Digital Media Manager 253-382-6203 | Jackie.Johnson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Steven Gibeau Graphic Designer 253-382-6204 | Steven.Gibeau@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Frank Griese Visual Media | Frank.Griese@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Katie Manzanares Content Producer 253-382-6205 | Katie.Manzanares@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
General Support 253-382-6201 | Info@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Media Inquires 253-382-6200 | Communications@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Newspaper 253-382-6202 | News@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Mike Bowechop Deputy Administrator 253-573-7821 | Mike.Bowechop@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Lindsay Lapointe-Nicks Legislative Assistant 253-573-7816 | Lindsay.J.Lapointe-nicks@
puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Denise Harris Customer Service/Admin Assistant 253-573-7962 | Denise.Harris@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Angel Robertiello Lead Council Secretary 253-573-7982 | Angel.robertiello@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Nadine Piatote Council Secretary/Adult-ChildrenActivities 253-573-7829 | Nadine.Piatote@
puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Kylee Satiacum Council Secretary 253-573-7827 | Kylee.Satiacum@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Rosalee McCloud Council Secretary 253-573-7828 | Rosalee.Mccloud@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Lynda Squally Council Secretary 253-573-7833 | Lynda.Squally@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Hope Strickler Council Secretary 253-573-7949 | Hope.O.Strickler@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Robert Daniels Director 253-573-7945 | Robert.Daniels@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Matt Wadwani Tribal Financial Officer and Business Development 253-382-6046 | Matthew.
Wadhwani@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Julie Hamilton Finance and Business Development Director 253-573-7824 | Julie.Hamilton@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jolene Young Sr. Financial Analyst 253-778-2754 | Jolene.Young@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Alysha McCloud Director 253-382-6041 | Alysha.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Chrisitian Melendez Sr. Administrative Assistant 253-382-6040 | Christian.Melendez@PuyallupTribe-
nsn.gov
Janet Dillon Grant Writer 253-382-6044 | Janet.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Miguel Douglas Grant Writer 253-573-7869 | Miguel.Douglas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Norman Dorpat Grant Writer 253-680-5765 | Norman.Dorpat@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Carol Ann Hawks Director/Historian 253-573-7897 | CarolAnn.Hawks@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Brandon Reynon Assistant Director/Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 253-573-7986 Brandon.
Reynon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Amber Taylor Collections Management Lead 253-573-7907 | Amber.Taylor@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Amanda Dillon Administrative Assistant 253-573-7965 | Amanda.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Casey Barton Archivist 253-382-6049 | Casey.A.Barton@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Charlotte Basch Historic Education Coordinator 253-382-6152 | Charlotte.Basch@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Linda Jarnagin Executive Director 253-573-7864 | Linda.Jarnagin@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Stacie Flores Assistant Executive Director 253-573-7958 | Stacie.Flores@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Misty Washington Sr. HR Generalist 253-382-6365 | Misty.Washington@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Julie Moan Sr. HR Generalist 253-573-7925 | Julie.Moan@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Shelby Pavel HR Generalist 253-573-7993 | Shelby.Pavel@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jennifer Eveskcige Recruiting Specialist 253-382-6089 jennifer.eveskcige@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Megan Sorensen Recruiting Specialist 253-573-7843 | Megan.Sorensen@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mieko Lapointe-Mccloud HR Assistant 253-382-6064 | Mieko.L.LaPointe-McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov 
Hayley Sheldon HR Assistant 253-680-5707 | Hayley.Sheldon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Dan Kain Executive Director 253-680-5770 | Dan.Kain@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lizetta Kelly Administrative Operations Coordinator 253-573-7931 | Lizetta.Kelly@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Donnie Finley Director 253-318-6191

Michael Polly Acting Director 253-573-7855 | Michael.Polly@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kaitlin Schrup GIS Analyst 253-382-6157 | Kaitlin.Schrup@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
John Strickler GIS Technician 253-382-6156 | John.A.Strickler@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Andrew Strobel Director 253-573-7879 | Andrew.Strobel@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Robert Barandon Land Use Planner 253-573-7939 | Robert.B.Barandon@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Jennifer Keating Land Use Planner 253-382-6073 | Jennifer.M.Keating@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Charlene Matheson Land Use Planner 253-573-7901 | Charlene.Matheson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Rory Laducer Director 253-680-5670 | Rory.Laducer@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jason Dillon Coordinator 253-680-5673 | Jason.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Teresa Mathews Community Liason 253-382-6075 Teresa.L.Mathews@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Barbara Mordhorst Purchasing Agent 253-573-7881 | Barbara.Mordhorst@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Robert Mauritson Shipping/Recieving Clerk 253-573-7904 | Robert.Mauritson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Samantha Credit Purchasing Agent 253-382-6037 Samantha.Credit@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Angela Tate Director 253-573-7856 | Angela.Tate@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Wahayla LaDucer Administrative Assistant 253-573-7961 | Wahayla.Laducer@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Lisa Melendez Acting Director 253-573-7952 | Lisa.Melendez@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Tanya Coats Administrative Assistant 253-573-7942 | Tanya.Coats@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Justin Satiacum Compliance Officer 253-573-7844 | Justin.Satiacum@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Dion Hargrove Compliance Officer 253-573-7839 | Dion.R.Hargrove@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Derek Black Compliance Officer 253-573-7850 | Derek.R.Black2@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Penny Fryberg Compliance Officer 253-573-7984 | Penny.R.Fryberg@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Kim Turnipseed Director 253-778-3696 | Kim.Turnipseed@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Edmond Laugharn Administrative Assistant 253-328-3205 | Edmond.Laugharn@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Gina Lapointe Director 253-573-7857 | Gina.LaPointe@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Daniel Duenas Case Manager 253-573-7924 | Daniel.Duenas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Heidi Bostrom Case Manager 253-382-6033 | Heidi.Bostrom@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Peter Kalama COR Supervisior Peter.Kalama@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Shana Roy Program Manager 253-573-7916 | Shana.Roy@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Joanne Bean Director 253-573-7821 | Joanne.Bean@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Leanora Powell Coordinator 253-344-3429 | Leanora.Powell3@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Mary Squally Director 253-680-5741 | Mary.Squally@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lynn Weible Case Manager 253-680-5751 | Lynn.Weible@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Angelia Hendrix Accountant 253-680-5745 | Angelia.Hendrix@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Hannah Strickler Administrative Assistant 253-680-5740 | Hannah.E.Strickler@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Kathy Lopez Director 253-573-7818 | Kathy.Lopez@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Talea Lopez Director Talea.Lopez@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Rebecca Currington Lead Program Coordinator Rebecca.Curington@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Tabitha Aboites CAP Coordinator I Tabitha.Aboites@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Rachel Henry CAP Coordinator Rachel.Henry@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Andrea Lewis Office Assistant Andrea.M.Lewis@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Angela Hatch Coordinator 253-573-7921 | Angela.Hatch@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Amanda Duenas Coordinator 253-382-6074 | Amanda.G.Duenas@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Elders Lawncare

Jodan Shippentower Director 253-405-1524

Emergency Housing Repair

Enrollment 253-573-7849 | Enrollment@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Don Coats Director 253-573-7970 | Don.Coats@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Faith Sleeper Coordinator 253-382-6356 | Faith.Sleeper@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kelly Sasticum Coordinator 253-382-6355 | Kelly.Sasticum@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Alacyn Sleeper Coordinator 253-382-6097 | Alacyn.L.Sleeper@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Mikayla Strickler Intake Specialist 253-382-6357 | Mikayla.Strickler@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Barbara Richards Director 253-573-7849 | Barbara.Richards@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Stella John Assistant Director 253-573-7978 | Stella.John@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Norma Eaglespeaker Coordinator 253-573-7959 | Norma.EagleSpeaker@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Michael Flores ID Tech/Assistant 253-573-7994 | Michael.FloresJr@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Halana Rivera Program Assistant/ID Clerk 253-573-7899 | Halana.Rivera@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Funeral and Medical 253-573-7884 | FuneralMedical@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Elsie Thomas Director 253-573-7884 | Elsie.Thomas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Daniel McCloud Coordinator 253-573-7888 | Daniel.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Merilee Satiacum Administrative Assistant 253-680-5737 | Merrilee.Satiacum@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Extreme Emergency Assistance

Joanne Webb Program Coordinator 253-573-7906 | JoAnne.Webb@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7972 | EmergencyHousing@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
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TRIBAL DIRECTORY

Housing

Higher Education

Per Capita

Adult Protective Services

Children Services

Community Family Services

Community Domestic 
Violence Advocacy

Children of the River 
Advocacy Center

Tribal Community Wellness Division TCWD

253-573-7918 | HigherEducation@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7847 | Percapita@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

AdultProtectiveServices@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

ChildrenSvcs@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

CommunityFamilyServices@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5499 | CDVAP@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-382-6060 | ChildAdvocacyCenter@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

TCWD@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Joanne Gutierrez Director 253-680-5994 | Joanne.Gutierrez@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jolene Haris Compliance Manager/ Resident Services 253-680-5992 | Jolene.Harris@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Alissa Varbel Sr. Administrative Assistant 253-573-7926 | Alissa.Varbel@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kim Moorehead Accountant 253-573-5982 | Kim.Moorehead@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kayla Boome Resident Services Specialist 253-382-6090 | Kayla.Boome@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lisa Davis Resident Services Specialist 253-680-5987 | Lisa.Davis@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jaime Sportsman Resident Services Specialist 253-680-5991 | Jamie.Sportsman@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Tracie Wrolson Intake Specialist 253-382-6112 | Tracie.Wrolson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Eugena Buena-Douglas ROSS Coordinator 253-573-7947 | Eugena.Buena-Douglas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lucia Earl-Mitchell Gym Coordinator 253-312-5581 | Lucia.Earl-Mitchell@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Anthony Smith Maintenance Manager 253-327-4743 | Anthony.Smith@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Buddy Holman-Fryberg Maintenance 253-355-1993 | Buddy.Fryberg@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Gary Boyd Maintenance 253-312-3655 | Gary.Boyd@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Merlin Weaselhead Maintenance 253-617-8930 | Merlin.Weaselhead@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Phillip Campbell Maintenance 253-778-5617 | Phillip.Joseph@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
James Wagner Carpenter 253-331-3845 | James.Wagner@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Joyce Tobolski Higher Education Manager 253-573-7918 | Joyce.Tobolski@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Angela Shippentower Higher Education Manager 253-573-7885 | Angela.Shippentower@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Tara Reynon Division Manager 253-680-5766 | Tara.Reynon@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Nina Oldcoyote Coordinator 253-573-7957 | Nina.OldCoyote@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Nicole Sutton Sr. Administrative Assistant 253-382-6179 | Nicole.M.Sutton@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Harmony Roebuck Social Worker/Director 253-573-7966 | Harmony.Roebuck@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Maria West Social Worker/Investigator 253-382-6071 | Maria.West@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Sonia Hyde Case Aide 253-382-6072 | Sonia.Hyde@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Roberta Hillarie Director 253-389-1690 | Roberta.Hillaire@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jasmine Monjaraz Sr. Administrative Assistant 253-680-5527 | Jasmine.Monjaraz@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Charlene Delacruz Administrative Assistant 253-382-6087 | Charlene.Delacruz@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mandy Morlin CPA Manager 253-680-5545 | Mandy.Morlin@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Laura Bluehorse-Swift Program Manager 253-382-6060 | Laura.Bluehorse-Swift@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Roxanne Murdock Acting Director Roxanne.Murdock@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Janet Miholland Program Assistant Janet.Milholland@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Jody Brooks Director 253-573-7920 | Jody.Brooks@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Teresa Cruell Assistant Director 253-680-5738 | Teresa.Cruell@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jessica Williams Administrative Assistant 253-382-6094 | Jessica.Williams@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mona Miller Substance Use Disorder Professional 253-382-6197 | Mona.Miller@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jennifer Storey Outreach Coordinator 253-573-7842 | Jennifer.Storey@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Linda Dillon Flames of Recovery 253-382-6101 | Linda.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Culture

Elders Services

Grandview Early Learning Center

ICW

Language

Set Aside Housing

Tribal Children

Wrap Around Program

Youth Center

Fisheries

Shellfish

Hunting and Wildlife

Law Enforcement

Probation Office

Prosecutor's Office

Tribal Courts

CulturalCenter@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

EldersCareDepartment@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5515 | Grandview@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

ICWProgram@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Language@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5758 | SetAsideProgram@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-382-6219 | WrapAroundProgram@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

YouthCenter@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Fisheries@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-573-7992 | ShellFish@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Hunting@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5656

253-680-5676 | Probation@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5600 | Prosecutors@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253-680-5585 | tribalCourtFilings@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

Connie McCloud Director 253-680-5687 | Connie.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Clinton McCloud Assistant Director 253-680-5761 | Clinton.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Marsha Pluff Sr. Administrative Assistant 253-382-6110 | Marsha.Pluff@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Angeline Totus Cultural Activities Coordinator 253-680-5681 | Angeline.Totus@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Denise Reed Assistant 253-680-5684 | Denise.Reed@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mike Hall Carver 253-382-6108 | Mike.Hall@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Vernetta Miller Executive Director 253-680-5482 | Vernetta.Miller@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Russ Hanscom, RN, MHA Executive Director 253-680-5481 | Russ.Hanscom@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Lois Jacobs, RN Assistant Executive Director 253-680-5495 | Lois.Jacobs@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Shantrell McCloud-LaCroix Administrative Assistant 253-680-5483 | Shanetrell.McCloud-LaCroix@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Cassea Anderson, RN Director, The Residence 253-382-6139 | Cassea.Anderson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Bill Eveskcige Facilities Manager 253-680-5485 | Bill.Eveskcige@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Judy LeGarde Activities Coordinator 253-680-5494 | Judy.LeGarde@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Deonnah McCloud Assistant Director 253-225-7608 | Deonnah.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Sandra Cooper ICW Tribal/State Court Liason 253-405-7544 | Sandra.Cooper@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Marriah Betschart ICW Tribal/State Court Liason 253-680-5755 | Marriah.E.Betschart@PuyallupTribe-
nsn.gov
Emily Boettcher ICW Administrative Assistant 253-680-5756 | Emily.Boettcher2@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Amber Hayward Director 253-680-5763 | Amber.Hayward@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Hope Morey Program Services Coordinator 253-382-6086 | Hope.C.Morey@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Chris Duenas Multi-Media/Web Developer 253-680-5760 | Christopher.Duenas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Chris Briden Language Teacher 253-382-6077 | Christopher.Briden@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Archie Cantrell Language Teacher 253-680-5768 | Archie.Cantrell@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
David Duenas Jr. Language Teacher 253-680-5762 | David.DuenasJr@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Zalmai Zahir Language Consultant Zalmai.Zahir@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Lorelei Evans Director 253-573-7950 | Lorelei.Evans@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Marvin Johnson Operations Manager 253-680-5984 | Marvin.Johnson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Doreen Contreras Program Coordinator 253-680-5988 | Doreen.Contreras2@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Theresa George Resource Specialist 253-680-5739 | Theresa.George@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kealoha Kalama Administrative Assistant 253-680-5758 | Kealoha.Kalama@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
James Miles Surveyor 253-573-7932 | James.Miles@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Arleena Finley Intake Specialist 253-680-5694 | Arleena.Finley@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Valerie Scott Services Planner 253-573-7903 | Valerie.Scott@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Shannel Janzen Manager 253-382-6215 | Shannel.N.Janzen@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Kristy Matye Services Navigator 253-382-6184 | Kristy.M.Matye@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Katie Colbert Services Navigator 253-382-6217 | Katie.Colbert2@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Ashley Howard Services Navigator 253-382-6216 | Ashley.Howard@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Eleanore Loucks Program Coordinator 253-382-6067 | Eleanore.M.Loucks@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Christine Sharp Lamas Services Navigator 253-382-6081 | Christine.Sharp-Lamas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Ashley Olson Independent Living Skills Coordinator 253-382-6218 | Ashley.Olson@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Lisa Earl Director 253-680-5679 | Lisa.Earl@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Phillip Dillon Youth Activities Coordinator 253-680-5683 | Phillip.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Amenda Butler Smith Youth Center Coordinator 253-680-5989 | Amenda.Butler-Smith@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mercedes Haack Youth Center Coordinator 253-680-5757 | Mercedes.Haack@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Linda Castillo Youth Center Coordinator 253-382-6076 | Linda.Castillo@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Cliff Jordan Maintenance 253-573-7893 | Cliff.Jordan@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Dorothy Earl Cook Dorothy.Earl@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Russ Ladley Director 253-680-5568, 253-405-5339 | Russ.Ladley@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Char Naylor Assistant Director 253-680-5520, 253-405-7815 | Char.Naylor@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Joe McCloud Fish Buy Coordinator 253-680-5573, 253-255-1804 | Joe.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Fred Dillon Natural Resource Policy Rep 253-573-7974, 253-405-5154 | Fred.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Andrew Berger Sr. Stock Assessment Biologist 253-680-5569, 253-405-5037 | Andrew.Berger@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Angela Dillon SEPA Reviewer 253-680-5706, 253-278-1160 | Angela.Dillon@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Blake Smith Fisheries Enhancement Chief 253-680-5561, 253-405-4913 | Blake.Smith@PuyallupTribe-
nsn.gov
Caleb Graham Scientific Technician II *seasonal 253-680-5560, 253-341-2814 | Caleb.Graham@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Chris Phinney Harvest Management 253-680-5562, 253-405-6496 | Chris.Phinney@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Elsie Wescott Water Quality Technician / Program Assistant 253-680-5522, 253-606-8689 | Elsie.
Wescott@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Daniel Edwards Hatchery Specialist II 253-382-6054, 253-433-0488 | Daniel.Edwards@PuyallupTribe-
nsn.gov
Jason Pavel Hatchery Technician II 253-382-6078, 253-257-5872 | Jason.T.Pavel@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Julian Close Stock Assessment / Field Biologist 253-680-5573, 253-312-4912 | Julian.Close@PuyallupTribe-
nsn.gov
Mary Basballe Fisheries Habitat Coordinator 253-680-5524, 253-878-8463 | Mary.Basballe@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Mary Brown Water Quality Technician 253-680-5523, 253-973-2499 | Mary.Brown@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Sarah Bryant Secretary 253-680-5572, 253-341-2462 | Sarah.Bryant@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Terry Sebastian Biologist 253-680-5571, 253-405-6030 | Terry.Sebastian@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Wesley Siddle Senior Hatchery Specialist II 253-680-5574, 253-278-9170 | Wesley.Siddle@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Dale Varbel Hatchery Specialist II 253-680-5560, 253-778-9015 | Dale.Varbel@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Eric Marks Biologist 253-405-6864, 253-405-6864 | Eric.Marks@Puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
DONIVAN CAMPBELL Scientific Technician II *seasonal 253-680-5560, 253-344-3615 | Donivan.
Campbell@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
JASPER LAFAYETTE CANTRELL Scientific Technician II *seasonal 253-680-5560, 253-344-6225 | 
jasper.cantrell@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Jeff Thomas TFW Director 253-680-5565, 253-405-7478 | Jeffrey.Thomas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Jon Schroeder Scientific Technician II *seasonal 253-680-5560, 253-344-0786 | Jon.Schroeder@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Nancy Games-Shippentower Director 253-573-7909 | nancy.games@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
Deanna Finley Office Manager 253-573-7992 | Deanna.Finley@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
David Winfrey Biologist 253-573-7933 | David.Winfrey@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
George Sterns Biologist 253-573-7817 | George.Stearns@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Dan Sandstrom Director 253-680-5705 | Dan.Sandstrom@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Alyrece McCloud Technician 253-680-5704 | Alyrece.McCloud@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Barbara Moeller Biologist 253-680-5521 | Barbara.Moeller@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Joe Duenas Chief of Police Joe.Duenas@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov
Dispatch 253-680-5656
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Easter Raffle raises $3,911 
for the Class of 2021 

A warm thank 
you to everyone 
who donated 
raffle items to 
our Easter Raffle! 

- Puyallup 
Tribe's Hunting 
and Wildlife   
Department

- Puyallup Tribe's Wrap Around Program

- Puyallup Tribe's Enrollment Department

- Puyallup Tribe's Housing Department

- CLS School Board

- CLS Culture Department

- CLS Special Services Department

- Salish Style - Katy Manzanares

- Running Wolf

- Jenny Roy and Shana Roy

- Vernetta Miller

- Jennifer Vasilez

- Rhonda Fullerton

- Mirah Jones

- Torres-Sanchez Family

- And to everyone who bought raffle tickets! 

We are so thankful for a supportive school 
community. With your generosity, the CLS 
Class of 2021 was able to raise $3, 911! 

We raise our hands to you!

Princess Szoi receives 
her crown 

Our Daffodil 
Princess Szoi 
Stevens was 
officially selected 
to be our Daffodil 
Princess on 
Sunday, March 
28, at the 
Daffodil Princess 
Promenade.

High praise for Coach 
Mitchell 

Our volleyball 
coach Elsie 
Mitchell was 
voted 2B Pacific 
Coach of the 
Year and it was 
voted on by the 
Pacific League 
of Coaches who 

recognize growth and improvement within 
the program. 

CHIEF LESCHI SCHOOLS

Easter Bunny visits Chief 
Leschi Schools 
Chief Leschi held its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
for kindergarten and preschool students. 

In addition, the school had a very special 
visitor on April 2. 

A message from school officials: “Special 
shout-out to our CLS School Board 
for bringing the Easter Bunny to our 
elementary school to pass out Easter eggs 
and candy! The Easter Bunny and helpers 

visited every classroom and passed out 
Easter treats for our students to send them 
off for Spring Break.”

Photos courtesy of Chief Leschi Schools 
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CHIEF LESCHI SCHOOLS

New auditorium under 
construction at CLS
 
Photos and story by Alex Harrison, 

Puyallup Tribal Member 

The campus for Chief Leschi Schools was 
built in 1996. At 200,000 square feet, it is 
the largest Bureau of Indian Affairs’ school 
in the country.

The school’s architects roughed in an 
auditorium when the foundation was built. 
The overall structure of the auditorium 
including the exterior shell, large 
mechanical air handling units, majority of 
the steel light gauge framing, and most 
of the door frames have already been 
constructed. Later this year, crews are 
expected to begin finishing the space.

The construction project will complete the 
original structure and include revisions 
to comply with building code changes 
made sine 1996. This includes mechanical, 
electrical, low voltage data, rough 
carpentry, insulation, drywall, framing, 
flooring, life safety, fire protection, painting, 
and ADA compliance. There will also be 
specialty construction associated with the 
stage and theater such as curtains and 
sound projection. 

Puyallup Tribal Government Relations 
Director Ehren Flygare was instrumental 
in securing funding from the Bureau 
of Indian Education and the State of 
Washington, which granted $3.5 million 
dollars to begin construction in 2018. 

“The funding from the state was a 
great example of leadership,” said CLS 
Superintendent Marc Brouillet. 

The state set a precedent by showing a 
willingness to support a tribal school with 
a budget that is normally reserved for state 
managed K-12 programs. The project is 
currently around 65-70 percent finished 
with most the steel work done. The school 
is looking for bids to finish the remaining 
work, and expects it to take between 10-12 
more months to finish. The school is in the 
process of securing the last bit of funding. 
It is estimated that the finishing work will 
cost around $500,000-$800,000. 

The reason that Chief Leschi went after 
state funding for a tribal school is that 
there is an inequity in school funding. The 
vast majority of Puyallup Tribal members 
who live within the boundaries of the 
reservation do not live on trust land. This 
means they pay various property taxes 
and other property assessments, like 

bonds and levies that are used to pay for 
K-12 capital and operations uses. The state 
funding was an opportunity for the state 
Legislature to bring some equity back to 
the tribal community, according to Flygare. 

Last year, the COVID-19 pandemic affected 
the project, particularly with its planning 
and development. 

“The architects had to work from home, 
which slowed down the progress and 
created confusion on what the final costs 
would be,” said CLS Director of Operations 
Bill Veliz. “We had to shut the project down 
for most the year and are still at a standstill 
waiting for final decisions to be made.” 

A place for teaching and community 
Historically, the tribe and school has used 
the Chief Leschi gymnasium for events and 
teaching space. The auditorium will have 
enough room to hold school events, school 
programs, language center events, tribal 
funerals, and other community events. 

“The auditorium will be more than a 
Chief Leschi asset, it will be a community 
center,” Brouillet said. 

It will also be a huge upgrade for many 
teachers to offer their classes in. 

Choir and Band teacher Taylor Williams 
said that her students have been 
preforming in the gym for as long as she’s 
been a teacher at Chief Leschi.

“I’m excited to have a place worthy of 
my students' talents and somewhere 
to showcase them,” Taylor said. “I’m 
also thrilled that we are giving them a 
professional space to practice.” 

Once finished, the auditorium will be an 
excellent place for students to explore 
the audio and visual technology career 
pathway that the school offers its students. 
It is one of five career pathways that the 
school offers students to put them on 
a trajectory of success post-graduation. 
Students in journalism, yearbook, 
video production, theater technology, 
and design, will all be able to use the 
auditorium to learn skills and techniques 
to work in a variety of creative design and 
entertainment fields. 
 

Money from state funding helped build the steel framework for the auditorium.

Stage left view of stage right construction work. A view of the mainstage as seen from the stage right side.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Complete the cycle 
with compost
Submitted by the Sustainability Working Group 

Composting plays a vital role in 
sustainability by cutting back on 
food waste and drastically reducing 
environmentally unfriendly fertilizers that 
run down storm drains and into our rivers 
and streams. 

What is compost?

• Compost is a natural process of 
recycling organic matter like leaves 
and food scraps into nutrients that 
enrich soil and helps plants to grow. 

• Microorganisms like fungi, bacteria, 
and other microbes decompose 
food and other materials using 
biodegradation, which is the process 
of breaking down materials into 
smaller pieces. 

Why is compost good?

• Composting reduces the food waste 
that would otherwise go into landfills.

• Waste in landfills releases methane 
when it decomposes. Put items into 
your compost instead and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Compost is a natural food source for 
your soil. Reduce loading synthetic 
fertilizers and harmful chemicals 
into the environment and use 
compost instead. 

• Compost helps soil hold more water. 
By using compost, your gardens will 
not need as much water and will have 
higher yields compared to farming 
with degraded soil. 

As you prepare your traditional foods 
garden, rain garden, or native plants 
garden, consider using soil from your own 
compost pile. You can compost!
Dos and Don’ts of composting

1. Do: Separate your compostable food 
waste from your other garbage. 

2. Do: Designate a compost container or 
pile in a dry shady spot to prevent it 
from getting too soggy. 

3. Do: Keep your pile between three and 
five square feet.

4. Do: Add your grass clippings, coffee 
grounds, dead leaves, twigs and 
paper too. 

5. Do: Maintain old and new plant material 
for the microbes to remain active.

6. Do: Turn your pile once a week 
during summer and once a month 
during winter.

7. Don’t: Add pet liter or excrements of 
any kind to your compost.

8. Don’t: Add bones, eggs, meat, dairy or 
grease to the mix. 

Complete the cycle by turning your food 
waste into rich soil. Help Mother Nature 
turn things that would normally be thrown 
in the garbage into a usable product that 
will help you grow healthy, traditional 
foods and bring life to native plants. 

For more info, visit Seattle.gov to read 
further about composting and the 
difference you can make. https://www.
seattle.gov/utilities/your-services/collection-
and-disposal/food-and-yard/compost-right 

Tips for a cheap and easy way to make 
a compost bin: https://www.thespruce.
com/compost-bin-from-plastic-storage-
container-2539493

The City of Tacoma offers curbside 
food and yard waste collection. To get 
started or learn more about food and 
yard waste collection, contact a Solid 
Waste Representative at 253-502-2100 or 
solidwaste@cityoftacoma.org. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

The Duenas brothers are 
back at it again! 
Photos and story by Puyallup Tribal News Staff

Taking a drive through the Puyallup 
Reservation just got a little brighter. A 
collection of silver metal utility boxes now 
showcase Coast Salish art and language.  

On March 22, the Duenas brothers – Chris, 
Anthony and Daniel – unveiled their new 
designs featured on utility boxes around 
the Emerald Queen Casino and East 32nd  
Street, right off Portland Avenue. They 
will also have a box at Fireman’s Park in 
Tacoma.  Not only do they get to share a 
piece of their creative side but they are 
able to “bring our tribe’s culture back to 
this area,” said Anthony Duenas. 

This has rang especially true over the last 
couple of years. The brothers have added 
some of the eye-catching designs in the 

adjacent Emerald Queen Casino. They 
have put their mark on this side of Tacoma 
for years to come. 

The brothers worked with the city of 
Tacoma make this project happen. They 
hope to do more projects. As Chris Duenas 
said “there’s a lot of room for more art.” 

The utility boxes are wrapped with printed 
art on a vinyl sticker with the Duenas 
brothers’ designs that they worked on 
together. They worked through a lot of the 
design work via group chat and were able 
to nail down a design that incorporated all 
of their skills. 

Next time you’re driving around the tribe 
take a look and see the story being told. 

There is one more utility box that goes with 
this series on the corner before the on-
ramp that is expected to be finished this 
week, so stay tuned for more to come and 
check out the Twulshootseed website at 
www.puyalluptriballanguage.org/. Coming 
soon: a video that will go into more detail 
about this and future projects to come. 

There’s no doubt you’ll see more from the 
Duenas brothers as they do their part in 
the revitalization of the Puyallup Tribe’s 
language and art. 

Stay up to date with 
the Tribe's news and 
events by subscribing 
to the Puyallup Tribal 
Weekly Newsletter.

Go to www.puyalluptribe-nsn.gov 
and click on "Sign up to receive our 
community email newsletter."
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tribal youth participate in 
drive-through Easter Event  
Photos and story by Puyallup Tribal News Staff 

Easter celebrations kicked off Saturday, 
March 27, with the Easter Bunny and 
helpers distributing gifts to Tribal youth. 
Little Wild Wolves Youth Center staff, 
along with volunteers and members of 
the Tribal Council, hosted the free drive-
through event. 

With COVID-19 restrictions still in place, kids 
remained in their families’ vehicles as they 
circled Chief Leschi Schools and collected 
candy, toothbrushes and Gatorade. 

“Everything we have learned from 
COVID-19 will benefit our future,” said 
Youth Director Lisa Earl. 

Kids’ faces lit up when they spotted the 
Easter Bunny, Elmo, Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse, Donald and Daisy Duck, the Grinch, 
Tigger, and a real-life pig! 

Tribal Elder Ramona Bennett sat in her car 
and watched the event. “It’s really cool to 
see the adults take the time to show up to 
make the kids happy,” she said.  

Firework license sale dates 
announced for 2021 
Puyallup Tribal Members can purchase 
their fireworks licenses between 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. May 17-19. 

A lottery will be held at 6:30 p.m. May 20 
to determine spots in Firecracker Alley. 
Dates and locations for events related to 
this year’s Firecracker Alley are still to be 
determined by the Fireworks Commission. 

Pricing: 
Firework license: $400 onsite, $300 off site. 
Concession license: $300
Cleanup deposit (refundable after 
cleanup): $100
Vendor daily fee: $25
Vendor full-season fee: $200 (limited to 
Tribal Members-only)

For more information, contact Ramona 
Bennett at 253-380-8777, Daryle Barnes 
at 253-318-0022 or Leanette John at 
253-426-8077.  

Watch for updates on the Tribe’s website: www.puyalluptribe-nsn.gov. 

Tribe and EQC partner with 
Seattle Sounders FC
On March 25, Seattle Sounders FC unveiled 
its new secondary kit. 

The right jersey sleeve features the logo 
of the Puyallup Tribe. The tribe and its 
Emerald Queen Casino recently signed a 
multi-year partnership with the Rave Green.

“We’re thrilled to kick off our partnership 
with Sounders FC with our logo on this 
special kit. We love giving back to the 
community, and this jersey will help 
support those efforts,” said Puyallup Tribal 

Chairman Bill Sterud. “The logo isn’t just 
a fish; it’s a salmon and it represents our 
salmon relatives that we fight for every day 
to protect. We are proud that it is featured 
on the Sounders’ uniforms.”

As the Rave Green’s Official Casino and 
Entertainment Partner, the Puyallup Tribe 
and EQC will receive increased exposure 
through integration with the club on 
matchdays, television broadcasts and 
social media channels.

Learn more about the partnership at 
www.soundersfc.com. 

Photo courtesy of Sounders FC
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Tribe offers game and 
other meat for Elders 
Puyallup Tribal Elders, 

55 and older, are eligible 

to receive elk, deer, 

buffalo and pork from the 

Puyallup Tribe’s Hunting 

and Wildlife Department.

If you are interested 

in the program, please 

contact Dan Sandstrom at 

253-405-7504 or Alyrece 

McCloud at 253-348-3318.

Safe and common sense 
ways to avoid skin cancer

• Wear your hats

• Seek shade

• Wear sunscreen all over, each day

• Avoid tanning beds

• Examine your skin monthly

• See your dermatologist for annual 
skin cancer screening

Puyallup Tribal News file photo by 
Tribal Member Jennifer Squally

Submitted by Puyallup Tribal Member 
Roberta Basch, Native Outreach 
Coordinator, Salish Cancer Center
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COVID-19

Why I got the COVID-19 
vaccine… 

I’m Dr Selena 
Eon, naturopathic 
doctor at Qwibil, 
the tribe’s natural 
medicine clinic. 

I chose to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine 
as soon as it was 

offered to me in December. One of the 
most important principles of medicine 
is prevention. Preventing illness is better 
than treating illness after it has occurred. 
The COVID-19 vaccines allow you the 
opportunity to avoid becoming ill, to 

prevent severe disease if you do become 
ill anyway (rare) and to avoid passing 
COVID-19 to others. Viruses spread from 
person to person… it’s how they survive! 
When viruses can’t spread, they won’t 
survive. Prevention is the #1 best option for 
avoiding illness. 

Think of individual people in your life that 
you want to protect, I have many people 
in my life I feel this way about. Beyond my 
loved ones, I want to protect my whole 
community. Every person I meet, however 
briefly, is part of my community and you 
matter to me. Your health is important. You 
are not expendable. 

As a naturopathic doctor, immune system 
function is of key importance for my 
patient’s health. Your immune system is 

the best defense against any invading 
organism, not just COVID-19. Did you 
know that any vaccine works best if you 
have a healthy immune system?  At 
Qwibil, we love helping you to optimize 
your health, including supporting your 
immune system. 

I know that many have questions and 
concerns about the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Questions are healthy! Please ensure that 
you get your answers from a professional 
with scientific understanding and 
knowledge about your unique health. 
Qwibil is a safe, respectful space to voice 
your questions and concerns and have 
them addressed with your personal health 
history in mind. If I can serve you, I would 
love the opportunity to meet you. 

Share your reasons for the vaccine
Sharing your story may help others decide to get the COVID-19 vaccine, which is important to help protect the Tribal 
community. We’d love to hear from other Tribal Members, Tribal employees and community members. Please send 
a quote about why you got the COVID-19 vaccine and a photo to news@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov. Submissions may be 

published on Puyallup Tribal platforms including newsletters, social media and Puyallup Tribal News. 

Tribal Member’s artwork 
provides inspiration 
during pandemic  
By Lisa Pemberton, Puyallup Tribal News Editor 

Puyallup Tribal 
Member Araquin 
Boome plans to 
pursue a career 
in art – that’s 
probably not a 
surprise to anyone 
who knows him. 

“I’ve always been 
surrounded by art, being raised by two 
very creative people,” said Boome, 18.  “It 
was just kind of inevitable.” 

His dad, Peter Boome, is a professional 
artist. His mom, Lois, is a former wedding 
photographer who is now a staff attorney 

for Tribal Admin. They started their art 
business, Araquin Designs, in 2003 to help 
offset the costs of going back to school 
when their kids were little. The art business 
was named after Araquin when he was not 
even a year old.

Boome, 18, is attending Tacoma 
Community College. He has been doing art 
for as long as he can remember. He enjoys 
digital art, acrylic painting, and working 
with graphite pencil. 

“I’m a little colorblind, so I like working with not 
a lot of color,” he said. “It’s just easier that way.” 

His watercolor painting of a snowman 
wearing a cedar hat, gloves and COVID-19 
mask was selected for the 2020 Tribal 
Council Christmas card. He won $500 for 
the design. 

“The response that I’ve heard (about it) has 
been pretty positive,” he said. “Not a lot of 
people know I did the card.”

Boome is also a musical and performance 
artist. In fact, early in the pandemic, he 
was supposed to direct a play that he had 
written. It was canceled, along with the 
last part of his senior year and graduation 
ceremony from Curtis High School.

For him, the card’s whimsical design was a 
way to inspire Tribal Members during the 
pandemic. He hopes it made people smile.  

“It’s kind of just the idea that we’re all 
going through it, and just roll with the 
punches,” Boome said. 

PTHA halts use Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine 
By Puyallup Tribal News Staff 

On April 13, Puyallup Tribal Health 
Authority announced that it will no 
longer provide the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine until there’s further guidance 
and sufficient evidence that the vaccine 

is safe. PTHA administered 25 doses to 
community members. 

“For years, PTHA has been honored to 
hold the responsibility for caring for our 
community’s health,” said PTHA Executive 
Director Chris Henry. “This is another 
instance of us upholding that responsibility 
as we pull this vaccine. PTHA is committed to 
providing quality health care and promoting 
wellness in a culturally appropriate manner, 
and we will continue to do so.” 

Federal officials called for a pause in the 
use of the vaccine after a rare clotting 
disorder emerged in six of the 6.8 million 
recipients. The adverse side effects 
appear to be extremely rare, but if you or 
a family member received the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine are experiencing severe 
headaches, abdominal pain, leg pain, or 
shortness of breath, please seek medical 
attention and be clear that you received 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 
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By Michael Sisson

Puyallup Tribal Veterans Representative

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, our 
Annual Memorial Day Ceremony has 
been canceled. Gathering several elderly 
Veterans in late May will not be possible 
given the current phase of the pandemic 
in Washington state. We must follow the 
Washington State Safe Start Guidelines in 
terms of events, of which Pierce County is 
currently in Phase 2 as of press time. As a 
result, we are unable to host a traditional 
gathering this year.

Therefore, we will honor our Tribal 
Veterans by listing their names at the 
end of this column. 

ACTIVITIES AND UPCOMING EVENTS

PUYALLUP TRIBAL VETERANS

Find us on Facebook under Puyallup Tribal Veterans

The Puyallup Tribal Veterans Committee is in 
the process of collecting names for a lottery/
drawing to attend the 7th Annual National 
Gathering of American Indian Veterans, 
which is held at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, 
Illinois, on July 16-18. This three-day event 
honors veterans and military personnel of 
all cultures, eras, and branches in a Native 
way. Watch entertaining performances 
from cultural groups and participate in 
powwow-style dancing with other veterans. 
If approved, this will be the seventh year 
the Puyallup Tribal Council has allowed 
Puyallup Tribal Veterans to attend this 
annual event that spends time to celebrate 
and remember the untold story of American 
Indian people’s contribution to the military. 
The Tribal Veterans Committee would like to 
offer attendance to all other Puyallup Tribal 
Veterans who have not had the opportunity 
to attend this event in the past.

More will be revealed regarding this 
event as the information becomes 
available. You can also read more about 
it at https://bit.ly/39MX2tB.

Should you be interested in carrying 
the colors for Grand Entry as well as 
participating in the other Gathering 
festivities, please submit your request in 
writing no later than May 11 to Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians; ATTN: Tribal Veterans 
Representative; 3009 East Portland 
Avenue; Tacoma, WA 98404-4926.

The Puyallup Tribal Veterans Committee 
is also in the process of collecting names 
for a lottery/drawing to attend the 32nd 
Annual Veterans of the Menominee Nation 
"Gathering of Warriors" Pow-Wow, which is 
held on the Menominee Indian Reservation 
at a location to be determined in Keshena, 
Wis., on Nov. 13 and 14. This will be the 
10th year the Puyallup Tribal Council has 
allowed Puyallup Tribal Veterans to attend 
this annual event. The Tribal Veterans 
Committee would like to offer attendance 
to all other Puyallup Tribal Veterans who 

have not had the opportunity to attend this 
event in the past.

The Puyallup Tribe has a strong connection 
to our Tribal Veteran brothers of the 
“People of the Wild Rice,” the Menominee 
Nation from December 2011 when the 
J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Company of 
Tacoma launched a Navy Tug, the YT-
807 "Menominee.” Menominee Nation 
veterans came to Tacoma for the launch. 
The "Menominee" was deployed to Japan 
to work with her sister tug, the YT-806 
"Puyallup,” which was launched and 
deployed to Japan earlier in 2011. The 
Menominee Tribal Veterans returned to 
visit and present their Eagle Staff and 
colors for our annual Labor Day Pow Wow 
in September 2012 and 2016.

Should you be interested in assisting 
with the "Raising of the Family Flags", 
the "Veteran's Snake Dance," and in 
carrying the colors for Grand Entry as well 
as participating in the other pow wow 
festivities, please submit your request in 
writing no later than Oct. 12 to Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians; ATTN: Tribal Veterans 
Representative; 3009 East Portland 
Avenue; Tacoma, WA 98404-4926.

Ernest C. Anderson

Francis Andrews

Wilber Andrews

Gary Bench

Wilber Buber

Floyd Buber

Lavina M Buber

Charles (Charlie) Butler

Clarence (Grumpy) Butler

Jimmy Butler

Lawrence (Ikey) Butler

Tommy Butler

Charles (Charlie) Cantrell

Michael L. Castellane

Jim Frank Clark

Silas A. Cross, Jr.

Julius S. (Skinny) Daniels

William S. Daniels

John L. Davis, Sr.

William R. Davis

George Dean, Sr.

Frederick (Dutch) Dillon

Harry Dillon, Sr.

Herman Dillon, Sr.

Roque O. Duenas

Roy Earl

Harold Farris

Leonard R. Farron

Daniel (Danny) Ferro

Leonard (Uncle Buddy) 

Ferro

Alfred J. Firth

Winfield S. Firth

Donald A. Gilich

Alfred H. (Snuffy) Gleason

Simon E. George

Manuel Gutierrez

Ramona M. Hawthorne

Patrick Henry

Joseph (Joe) W. James

Thompson James, Jr.

Roy F. James, III

John M. (Sonny) Keating, Sr.

Edwin J. Legarde, Jr.

Harold Loebb

Donald M. (Donny) 

Matheson

Jerome Matheson

Jerrie L. Matheson

Joseph Y. Matheson

Andrew McCloud III

Andrew Mc Cloud, Jr.

Donald J. McCloud, Sr.

Bernard E. McKay

Earnest Napoleon

Jack W. Phemister

William K. Pittman

Lawrence R. (Larry) Reynon 

Charles B. (Buddy) Satiacum, Sr.

Edmond J. Sibbits

Charles S. Sicade

Clara Sicade

Robert L. Sicade

Charles S. (Stann) Sicade, Jr.

Calvin W. Simchen

Frederick B. (Fred) Thomas

Clarence P. (Dempsey) 

Tougaw, Jr.

McKenzie (Mac) Turnipseed

Terrance R. Val

Mark Westcott

Charles Williams, Jr.

Joseph J. Williams, Sr.

Ralph J. Williams

Robert A. Williams

Michael Wooten

Benjamin (Big Rueb) Wright, Sr.

James (Jim) Young, Sr.

Joseph H. Young

Julius (John) Young, Jr.

IN MEMORY OF OUR WARRIORS
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ELDERS

Thank you. Thank you very 
much!
Puyallup Tribal Elders enjoyed a fun and 
safe outdoor concert and luncheon on 
March 19. 

In fact, everybody in the old EQC parking 
lot, was dancing to the Jailhouse Rock!

Thank you Tribal Council and Elders 
Department staff for putting on such a 
rocking event. 

Photos by Puyallup Tribal News Staff

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS

Job title: Elders LPN
Department: House of Respect 
Residences/Elders Wellness Center
Closes: When filled 
Works under the direction of the 
Administrator/Director of Nursing. 
Participates in the planning, 
implementation and evaluation of nursing 
care within the objectives, standards, and 
policies of the department and within the 
parameters of his/her scope of practice for 
Elders residing in the House of Respect. 
Cooperates with the members of the 
nursing and healthcare team.

Job title: Tribal Court Associate Judge
Department: Tribal Court 
Closes: When filled

Serves as hearing judge for the Puyallup 
Tribal Court in accordance with the tribal 
Judicial Administrative Code. Term is three 
years from the date of appointment by the 
Tribal Council. May be reappointed at the 
expiration of a term in the discretion of the 
Tribal Council. 

Job title: Police Officer
Department: Law Enforcement
Closes: When filled
Responsible for the enforcement of all 
tribal laws and regulations which shall 
include both land and marine areas which 
are under tribal jurisdiction.  The police 
officer should possess understanding of 
sovereignty, tribal regulations and the 
need for their enforcement.

Job title: Emergency Hire – Puyallup 
Tribal Members
Please apply if you would like to be 
considered for emergency hire openings. 
Emergency hires are positions that need 
to be filled temporarily on an expedited 
basis. When an emergency hire becomes 
available, candidates who meet the 
qualifications for the position will be sent 
to the hiring manager for consideration. 
When completing the application, 
please provide a thorough employment 
history and education so that you may be 
considered for Emergency Hire positions 
that you qualify for. If selected, we will 
contact you.
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www.salishcancercenter.com

Roberta Basch, Outreach Coordinator 
Email: Roberta.Basch@
salishcancercenter.com 

SALISH CANCER CENTER

Meet Phetkeo Lavivong, 
Salish Cancer Center's first 
Courage Award recipient
Phetkeo Lavivong is Salish Cancer Center's 
first "Courage Award" recipient!

During Phetkeo's visit with her daughter, 
Joanne (pictured left), Phetkeo was 
diagnosed with head and neck cancer. 
Joanne and her young family moved her 
mom in with them so that Phetkeo could 
recover from surgery and chemo treatment.

Phetkeo made it through her surgery and 
completed chemotherapy with radiation! 

We celebrate Phetkeo's courage 
and strength. Learn more about the 
variety of treatments we offer at www.
salishcancercenter.com/treatments. 

May is Brain Cancer 
Awareness Month 
The most common types of adult brain 
tumors are gliomas, which form from 
glial cells, followed by meningeal tumors. 
The glial cells are the most abundant 
type of cell in the CNS. They protect the 
neurons (nerves that conduct messages) 
from damage. Meningeal cells form the 
membranous layers that surround the CNS. 
Brain tumors’ symptoms can vary widely 
depending on the location within the 
brain and type of tumor tissue. Common 
symptoms can include headaches, seizures, 
balance changes, or alteration of senses like 
vision, smell or taste.

We feature an integrative and 
individualized approach to brain cancer 
treatment. 

Treatment for brain cancer has greatly 
evolved with recent advances in research. 
The medical oncologists at Salish Cancer 

Center have worked with patients using 
stand-alone or combination therapies, 
including radiation therapy, chemotherapy, 
targeted therapy, and, more recently, 
tumor treating fields for certain tumor 
types such as glioblastoma multiforme 
(GBM). Treatment for symptoms may 
include anti-seizure drugs, steroids, and 
surgery. Coordination between specialists 
is a necessity. 

As a Salish Cancer Center patient, you will 
also visit with a naturopathic physician 
specifically trained in Integrative Oncology 
using diet, supplements, and lifestyle 
counseling. Our naturopathic doctors 
work with patients at all stages of the 
disease with symptom management, 
optimize your conventional treatment 
for the greatest effect, and support your 
overall health and well-being. Acupuncture 
treatments are often highly effective for 
many cancer-related conditions such as 
nausea, pain, and insomnia.
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Tribal youth: Share how you’re coping with the pandemic
The Puyallup Tribal Communications Department wants to hear how Tribal youth are dealing with the COVID-19 

pandemic. How is remote learning going? What hobbies or family activities have they enjoyed? 

Email news@puyalluptribe.nsn.gov to be featured in a story or fill out a questionnaire at https://bit.ly/35JbCRC. 

Submissions may be featured on the Tribe’s social media, website, newsletters and newspaper. 

It’s time for the Puyallup 
Tribe’s 2021 Grad Spotlight 
Many graduation celebrations will be 
different this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

If you have a grad in your life (preschool, 
high school, trade school, college, etc.), 
submit the following for the Puyallup 
Tribe’s 2021 Grad Spotlight: 

• A photo of the graduate 

• A sentence about their next steps  
(15 words or less) 

• Family (their parents’ and/or 
grandparents’ names)

• A short congratulatory message  
(50 words or less)

Send your entry to news@puyalluptribe-
nsn.gov with the subject line “Grad 
Spotlight.”  The Communications 

Department plans to share the photos and 
messages on the Tribe’s website, www.
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov, on social media and 
in the Puyallup Tribal News.  

You can also submit the information by 
filling out a form at https://bit.ly/3e1dsj4. 

The deadline for entries is June 10. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2021! 

From fishing wars to 
Alcatraz, Ramona Bennett 
shares stories for 
hatchery project
On April 14, employees from Puyallup 
Tribal Fisheries and Historic Preservation 
met at the City of Puyallup Historical 
Hatchery Foundation. They had an 
opportunity to document the history of 
the Puyallup Tribal Fisheries with former 
Puyallup Tribal Chairwoman and Elder 
Ramona Bennett. 

She shared with them the significance 
of fisheries to the Tribe through her 
experience of being a part of the fishing 
wars camps, selling salmon at Alcatraz, to 
being shot at with attempts out on her life 
at least four times. The 83-year-old woman 
sat there at times with a smile on her face 

From left: Sarah Bryant (Fisheries), Lucky Spirithawk Bill, Amber 
Taylor (Historic Preservation), Richard Johnson (Puyallup Historical 
Hatchery Foundation), Patty Carter (Founding Director of Puyallup 
Historical Hatchery Foundation), Ramona Bennett (Elder), Jeffrey 
Thomas (TWF/Fisheries) 

Jeffrey Thomas (TWF/Fisheries), Ramona Bennett (Elder)

as she told her accord of what happened 
during some pretty suspenseful times of 
Puyallup Tribal history. 

With her perseverance through trauma and 
tribulation, she continues to display true 
grit. She says her final conquest will be at 
McNeil Island, a small island located in the 
Washington state that houses the most 
dangerous male sex offenders. That wouldn’t 
make the ancestors happy, she said. 

Look for a full video with the interview 
coming soon. In the meantime, please 
find out more about our fisheries at http://
puyallup-tribe.com/fisheries/.
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COMMUNITY FAMILY SERVICES
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FIND THE PUYALLUP TRIBE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

https://twitter.com/Puyallup_Tribehttps://www.facebook.com/PuyallupTribeOfIndians/ http://www.youtube.com/c/PuyallupTribeofIndians
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